TRANSACTIONS OF THE
AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY
Volume 202, 1975
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ABSTRACT. The Mullin-Rota theory of binomial enumeration is general-
ized to an abstract context and applied to rook polynomials, order invariants of
posets, Tutte invariants of combinatorial geometries, cycle indices and symmetric
functions.

1. Introduction. In [10] Mullin and Rota discuss polynomial sequences
{p,} of binomial type, that is satisfying the identity

(L.1) Palx + ) = “;. (Z)pk(X)p,, e

for all nonnegative integers n, x, and y. Given such a sequence, Mullin and Rota
define a family of differential operators on the vector space of polynomials, prove
a series of expansion and isomorphism theorems, and apply these to the proof of
identities and the solution of combinatorial problems. Identities like (1) abound
in combinatorics. For example, rook polynomials, symmetric polynomials and the
cycle indices of permutation groups all satisfy similar identities. In this paper we
generalize the ideas of Mullin and Rota to apply to these other identities. Many
of the results generalize easily, the proofs being modeled on those of [10] or the
paper of Garsia [S]. Applications include many classical results. Rather than pro-
vide new results on specific problems, the object of this paper is to show that the
idea of binomial enumeration unifies a large portion of enumerative combinatorics.

The principal tool is the category of dissects first introduced in [7]. §2 of /
the present paper gives the necessary background on dissects. The definitions
given in this section differ from those in [7] in some small ways. §8§3,4,and S
contain the theory of binomial enumeration together with applications. We have
reserved the theory of symmetric functions for separate treatment in § §6, 7, and 8.

We wish to stress the debt this paper owes to that of Mullin and Rota and to
the later paper of Rota [14]. Our contribution is in showing how widely applicable
their ideas are.
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2. Dissects.

DEFINITION 1. Let S be a set whose elements x may be taken apart or
dissected according to some principle or other. We symbolize this by x — a @ b,
indicating x is dissected into the elements 4 and b of S in that order. Each
such dissection is given a multiplicity or incidence coefficient m[,*,] from the
real numbers. We set m[,*,] =0 incase x /> a @ b so that m is defined
on the whole cartesian product S x S x S. The pair (S, m) is called a dissect
if (@ m[,X] forgiven x is zero for all but a finite number of pairs (g, b) and
given @ and b is zero for all but a finite number of x, and (b) for all x,a, b,
cES,

A) ;Es m axy] m[b yc] = Es m[z xc]m[az ]

The quantity given in (A) is called the multinomial incidence coefficient of the
trisection x —> a ® b ® ¢, and is written m[, } .]. Continuing we may define
m[, % 4] and so forth. It frequently occurs that the incidence coefficients take
only the values zero and one. They are then completely determined by the dis-
sections x — a @ b. We refer to these as the usual incidence coefficients on S.
A dissect (S, m) has anidentity e if m[.*] = m[ ] =1 forall x €S,
but all other incidence coefficients involving e are zero.

ExAMPLES OF DISSECTS. (1) The set Z of nonnegative integers is a dis-
sect with dissections x — k @ x — k for 0 < k < x. The usual incidepce
coefficients are then s[,*,] = 8, ,4,. We can also choose the incidence coeffi-
cients b[,*,] = ()s[,*,]- The identity (A) reduces in this case to the familiar
identity (X)(2) = ($)(3ZX). The multinomial incidence coefficients, b[, % .,
and so forth, are the usual multinomial coefficients. Zero is an identity for Z
with either s or b as incidence coefficients.

The incidence coefficients e[, *,] = b[,_, x_3 4+»-x] are quite different.
Here e[,%,] counts the number of ways of choosing subsets of cardinalities a
and b from a set of x elements so as to exhaust the set. In this case we have
x —>a ©b whenever a, b <x <a + b The multinomial incidence coefficient
e[, 7 .1 counts the number of ways of choosing three subsets of cardinalities
a, b and ¢ in order to exhaust a set of cardinality x. The identity (A) says
this number can be obtained by first choosing sets of cardinalities 4 and y to
exhaust the set of x elements, and then choosing subsets of » and c¢ elements
to exhaust the set of y elements; or by first choosing sets of z and ¢ elements
to exhaust the set of x elements, and then choosing subsets of a and b ele-
ments to exhaust the set of z elements. The dissect (Z, e) has no identity.

(2) Chessboards. Let B be the set of all finite subsets of a doubly infinite
chessboard. For B, B,, B, in B set B — B; © B, when B is the union
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of B, and B, and B, and B, have no elements common to a single row or
column. Then B isa dissect with the usual incidence coefficients. The empty
chessboard acts as an identity.

(3) Posets. Let P be the set of all finite partially ordered sets where we
identify isomorphic partially ordered sets. Let s [respectively s'] denote the
usual incidence coefficients when we define P — P, ® P, for P, P;, P, in P
to mean P =.P, + P,, the direct sum of P, and P, [respectively P = P,/P,,
the ordinal sum of P, and P,]. The direct sum is defined by taking the union
of P, and P, and no relations between the two sets; the ordinal sum is also
defined by taking the union but setting p, > p, forall p, €P, and p, €EP,.
Both (P,s) and (P,s") are dissects for which the empty poset acts as an identity.

(4) Combinatorial geometry. Let C be the dissect of all combinatorial
pregeometries with the usual incidence coefficients defined by setting G — G,
® G, whenever G is the direct sum of G, and G,. We refer the interested
reader to [2] for a summary of the theory of combinatorial geometry.

(5) Permutation groups. Let G be the dissect of all groups of permutations
acting on finite sets. For G € G, we will write S for the set upon which G
acts. We identify groups which are isomorphic as permutation groups; that is, for
which the sets on which the groups act can be put into one-to-one correspondence
inducing an isomorphism of the groups. Define G — G, & G, whenever G
is the usual direct sum of G, and G, in the sense of permutation groups; that
is, the group G is the direct sum of the groups G; and G, acting in the
obvious way on the disjoint union of SGl and Scz- An identity is supplied by
allowing G to contain the trivial group acting on the empty set.

(6) Any set S becomes a dissect upon defining the trivial incidence coeffi-
cients p[,,] to be one, when x = a = b, and zero otherwise.

DEFINITION 2. Let (S, m) be a dissect. Define I*(S, m) [I(S, m)] as
the set of all real-valued functions on S [which are zero at all but a finite num-
ber of points of S]. Both I™(S, m) and IS, m) are algebras with convolution
multiplication defined by

fre@)= T oml ] s,
a,bES a b

These are the incidence algebras of the dissect S (see [7] for the connection
with the classical incidence algebras of [18]). When no confusion can result we
omit explicit mention of the incidence coefficients. At times this is not possible.
For example I*(Z, s) is isomorphic to the algebra of formal power series, while
I*(Z, b) is isomorphic to the algebra of exponential generating functions. Note
that I*(S, p), where p are trivial incidence coefficients, is the algebra of point-
wise multiplication of functions on 8.
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DEFINITION 3. Let (S, m), (T, n) be dissects. A morphism [*morphism]
from (S, m) to (T, n) is a real-valued function p defined on Sx T and
satisfying (a) forall x, y €S, a €T.

(B) Zm[z]p(z,a)= > n a] x, b)p(», ¢);
= "y roer b e p(x, Bp(», ¢)
(b) for a €T, p(x, a) is zero for all but a finite number of x € S. [(B“‘) for
x € S, p(x, a) is zero for all but a finite number of a € T.] Let (V,r) bea
third dissect, and q: (T, n) = (V, r) a second morphism [*morphism]. The
composition of p and q is defined by

@°pe )= X p(x a)q@ u), x€ES,ucV.
acsT
The reader who is unhappy that morphisms in the category of dissects are not
functions from S to T should consult [7] where an account is given of the
genesis of these definitions, and should verify that composition is well defined,
that qo p is a morphism [*morphism] from (S, m) to (V,r) and that
either notion (morphism or *morphism) makes dissects a category. The identity
in either case on (S, m) is the Kronecker delta, 8(x, y), which is one if x = y,
zero otherwise.
Given a morphism [*morphism] p(S, m) — (T, n), we define an algebra
morphism p: I(T, n) — IS, m) [p: I*(T, n) = I*(S, m)] by setting

pf) = 2 p(x, a)f@), xE€ES,
acT

for f€ KT, n) [I*(T, n)]. No confusion results from using the same letter for
the dissect and algebra morphisms. We also use the notation p, for the particu-
lar function p,(x) = p(x, a) in I(S) [I*(S)]. This definition makes I(S)
[7*(S)] a contravariant functor. When we speak of the range of p we always
mean the range of the induced algebra morphism. Also when we referto p asa
monomorphism we mean the algebra morphism. In this case the elements {p,,
a €T} form a basis for the range of p. In a sense we are simply studying the
algebra I(S) or I™*(S) with a distinguished basis. More poetically, we regard
our subject as the interplay between combinatorics and algebra that results when
a distinguished basis is used.

The identity (B) is our generalization of (1.1). In most applications, how-
ever, neither condition (b) nor (b*) of Definition 3 is satisfied, so we require the
following more general notion.

DEFINITION 4. A morph p from the dissect (S, m) to the dissect (T, n)
is a real-valued function p defined on S xT and satisfying condition (a) of
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Definition 3. We cannot define composition for morphs, but the induced rhap P
exists as an algebra morphism from I(T) to I*(S).

ExaMpLES. (1) Counting functions and compositions. A polynomial
sequence of binomial type is a sequence {p,} of polynomials which defines a
morph from (Z, s) to (Z, b), and for which p, is of degree n exactly. These
sequences, as explained in [10], tend to count classes of functions from a set of
n elements to a set of x elements. The sequence d, = x” counts the class of
all such functions. For further examples one should consult [10].

Morphs from (Z, s) to (Z, s) are also of interest. They tend to count
compositions instead of functions. Thus a(x, n) = (**7~!) counts all composi-
tions of n into x parts,and b(x, n) = (}) counts compositions using only
zeros and ones. The identity (B) takes the form

(2-.1) bx +y, 1) = X bl k)b, n-k)
k=0

reflecting the obvious way compositions into x + y parts decompose into com-
positions using x parts and y parts. b isa *morphism, in fact a *automor-
phism. b71(x, n) = (= 1)**"(%). This inversion of b is an expression of the
well-known orthogonality relation

22) X - 1)*+"(">(”) =5,

n>0 n/\k

Morphisms are easily found by counting compositions from which zero parts are
excluded. For example c(x, n) = (;‘:}) counts all such compositions and
f(x, n) = (,%,) counts compositions using only ones and twos.

We obtain morphs from (Z, s) to (Z, e¢) by counting classes of functions
from a set X of x elements onto aset N of n elements. Let G(X, N)
stand for the class of all such functions,and set g(x, n) = |G(X, N)|. Letting
X ® Y stand for the disjoint union of X and Y, we note that every f €
G(X ® Y, N) when restricted to X is onto a unique subset H C N, and simi-
larly f restricted to Y isontoaset K C N so that H UK = N. Conversely
any pair of functions, one from G(X, H) and one from G(Y, K), may be pieced
together to form a function in G(X @& Y, N). Symbolically

GX ® Y, N) = 2z G(X, H) ® G(Y, K),
H,KCN;HUK=N
wher¢ ® stands for the operation of piecing functions together. Passing to cardi-
nalities,

gkx +y,n) = hZi el, "k] g(x, h)g(y, k).
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(2) Rook polynomials. For B € B, n € Z, we define r(B, n) as the num-
ber of ways of placing n rooks on the board B without any two rooks attacking
each other. These are the numbers used as coefficients in the classical rook poly-
nomials (see [13, p. 165]). They satisfy the identity

@.3) (B, ® By, my= 3 1By, KBy n - k).
k=0

In other words r is a *morphism from (B, s) to (Z, s).

(3) Order polynomials. There exists a great profusion of morphs defined on
P. For example, the number of chains in a poset and the number of antichains
each defines a morph from P to (Z, s); the first with respect to the incidence
coefficients s’ on P, the second with respect to the incidence coefficients s. We
collect these and similar examples into a single morph by defining j(P, Q) for P,
0 € P to be the number of ways the poset Q may be embedded in the poset
P. Then one easily verifies the identities

(2.4) i, +P, = X P, Q)i 0,),
0-0,+0,

(2.5) i@ P, 0= X i@, 0)iP,, Q).
2-0,/0,

In other words j is a *morphism (P, s) — (P, s) and (P, s") — (P, §").

In a somewhat different direction, we define the *morphism e(P, n) as the
number of strict order preserving maps of P onto a chain of n elements. The
numbers e(P, n) were used by Stanley [15] in defining the order polynomial of
a partially ordered set. One easily verifies the identity

n
(2.6) e(Py/Py, n) = kZo e(Py, k)e(Py, n — k)
so that e isa *morphism from (P, s') to (Z, s).

(4) Subgeometry generating function. Let (Z2, s) be the dissect of ordered
pairs of nonnegative integers with usual incidence coefficients arising from the dis-
sections (m, n) — (h, k) ® (m —h, n — k). For G € C we define s(G, m, n)
as the number of subgeometries of G with corank m and nullity n obtaining
a *morphism from (C, s) to (Z2,s). In other words s satisfies the identity

m.,n
27 sG,® G,,mny= Y sGy,h K)sG,, m—h n-k).

hk=0
The numbers s(G, m, n) are the coefficients of the subgeometry generating func-
tion of G. A proof of (7) is found in [2, p. 250].
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(5) Cycle indices. Let Pn be the dissect of all partitions of the nonnega-
tive integers. Let A = (A, Ay,°**,A) = (1'1, 2'2,- »+) be a partition. For
future reference we collect here a number of special notations concerning A:

INI=2, +2 +eee=r +2r) +ooe, N=r=r +r, ++°,
No=rlrleee, TQ)=AN -

sgn(N) = (= DIMFRL pyy = gy

The last quantity, b(), is the number of permutations of the parts of A. Now
define A — A; © A, when A is the union of the parts of A; and A, (asa
multiset). The dissections A — A, @ A, were termed separations by MacMahon
[9]. Allowing the number zero to have one partition, this partition becomes an
identity for Pn.

For A € Pn, G € G, we define p(G, \) as the number of permutations
of G of cycle type A divided by the order of G. These numbers are the coef-
ficients of the cycle index of G. They satisfy the identity

238) PG, ® G, N = X p@Gy MGy, Ny,
A O,

so that p is a *morphism from (G, s) to (Pn, 5), where s are the usual incidence coef-
ficients on Pn. There are other sets of incidence coefficients on G and Pn of interest
with respect to p. Let p be the trivial incidence coefficients on Pn with the one dif-
ference that p[,* ] = A(X). On G we set G — G, @ G, whenever G, and G, act
on the same set and there exist permutations 0,0, on that set such that G =
(@,G,07") N (0,G,03"). Recall that, since we identify isomorphic permutation
groups, two groups G, and G, may be considered to act on the same set if they act
on sets of the same cardinality. Define incidence coefficients ¢ on G so that

[G G, ] counts the number of pairs of permutations o, and o, described
above Then p isalso a *morphism from (G, #) to (Pn, p) in that p satis-
fies

Z . pen= T [AAJG,A G,
29) ses |61 6 p@. M) mzl’)\l PG, MIPG,s N)

= Nr(NpG 1, VPG, N).

This is the Redfield-Master theorem. A proof may be found in [12], where it is
also shown that in applications (9) is equivalent to the PSlya enumeration theorem.

3. Operators and expansions.
DEFINITION §. Let (S, m) be a dissect. For each x € S define the
shift operator E, on I*(S) by
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©® g = Xl "0, rer®.

zES

These operators play a fundamental role in the following theory. They satisfy the
multiplication rule

® E,E, = X m[x z ] E,, x yE€ES.
z b

The proof is as follows,
L P EEC R L P L R
O R ERA RV AN E

SRS A B=1 AN TR

z

EyExf(w)

As this sort of computation occurs rather often in what follows, we will save much
wne and space by abbreviating. We shall let the letter labels of the various identi-

ties stand for invocation .of the identity itself and asterisks stand for interchanges
of summation. Thus the preceding computation would be abbreviated (S)(S)*(A)*(S).

Let p: (S, m) — (T, n) be a morph. For the remainder of the paper we
shall assume (S, m) has an identity and p is a monomorphism. We shall omit
the (usually trivial) verification of these properties in examples.

DEFINITION 6. Let P be the range of p. For each ¢ € T define the
differential operator P, on P by setting

D) Pp, = Z n[bac]pb, a€T,

bET

and extending by linearity from the basis {p,| 2 € T} to all of P. The differen-
tial operators satisfy the multiplication rule,

™) PcPd=Zn[b]Pb, ¢ dET,
3 c d
as one verifies using (D)(D)*(A)*(D).
Rewriting using (S), (B) becomes

® En= Z af,* ] nen0)

b,cET

for x, y €S, a € T. Further, by using (D) and linearity, we obtain for f € P
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® E.f= Y P fx)p,.

cET

Thus (B) becomes a connection between the shift and differential operators.
This shows that P is an invariant subspace for the shift operators. Next we
verify the crucial property of the differential operators: shift invariance, that is
P.E, = E,P, forall x €S, ¢ € T. To prove this it suffices to apply the left-
hand side to a typical element p, of our basis of P and follow the computation
B)YD)*(A)*(E)(D).

Let P* denote the set of all shift invariant operators on P. We introduce
an inner product connecting P* and P by setting

© f=0f), QEP,fEP,
where e is the identity of S. This actually makes sense for any element f €
I*(S) and operator Q so long as Qf is defined. In particular we have
©) (E,, ) = f&x), fETI*®).
The usefulness of the differential operators will now appear.

FIRST EXPANSION THEOREM. Every element f of P has an expansion
f= z:aET (Pa’ f>Pa’

PrOOF. Set x = e in (F).
COROLLARY. (P, py) = §, -

SECOND EXPANSION THEOREM. Every element Q of P* has an expan-
sion

(3)) 0= 2 (Qp,)P,

a€T

ProOF. We first note that the right-hand side of the above equation does
define an element of P* since each f € P is a linear combination of finitely
many elements p,,and each p, isannihilated by all but a finite number of the
operators P,. Thus in the application of the right side of (1) to f only a finite
number of terms are not zero. Let Q' denote this operator. Clearly Q' € P*.
Now for b €T,

@, pp= 2 (@ pB, pp = (Q by
a€T
By linearity (Q’, f) = (Q, f) forall f € P. Thus, following Garsia [S], the
proof is completed by the following lemma.

LEmMA. If Q, Q' are shift invariant operators such that (Q, /) = Q', )
forall f€ P then Q =Q'.
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ProoF. For any x € S,
Q'f&x) = (E,, QN =(EQ", /Y= (Q", E.f) = (Q, E.[)=(E,, 0= 0fx).
From (M) we deduce the following

ISOMORPHISM THEOREM. The algebra P* of shift invariant operators is
isomorphic to 1*(T, n).

From these results it follows easily that P* is the dual space, via our inner
product, of P, and that {p,lb € T} and {P,la € T} are dual bases. We mean
dual bases only in the sense that (P,, p,) = §, ,, since the operators {P,la € T}
do not form a basis in the usual sense for P*. A partial converse is given in the
following

DUAL BASIS THEOREM. Let {q,| b € T} be a basis for P, and let {Q,]
a €T} be a dual basis in the above sense for P*. Supposing the operators Q,
satisfy the multiplication rule (M), the q,, define a morph from (S, m) to
(T, n) whose corresponding differential operators are the Q,.

ProoF. It follows from the hypothesis that each f € P has an expansion
f= 2,40, f)q,. We next prove successively that

¢2) 0cd,= % n[b ac] %
and
(3.3) E.q, = bZ;. n[b e c] 9,(0)q,,

by expanding the left-hand sides, since
@ 0.0 = 0,090 = [, ° |

using the identity (M), and
(Q’c, Exqa) = <Q0Ex’ qa) = <Ex9 cha) = cha(x) = Z n[b ac] qb(x)
>

using (2). This concludes the proof since (3) is equivalent to the defining identity
(B) of morphs (see also (F)), and (2) shows that {Q_} is the corresponding
family of differential operators.

EXAMPLES. (1) Polynomial sequences of binomial type {p,}. The restric-
tion on the degrees of the polynomials p, ensures that these sequences define
monomorphs. The differential operators are defined by
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(34 Pyp, = (Z)pn—k

and satisfy the product rule PP, = (¥;™)P,, ., from which it follows that
all the operators P, are generated from P = P, by the relation

(3.5) P, = P¥[k!.

In the case d(x, n) = x", D is the usual derivative operator, and the first expan-

sion theorem gives the usual Taylor expansion. The reader is referred to [10] and

[14] for more examples of these sequences and many expansions relating to them.
The question arises, given a shift invariant operator P, whether there exists

a sequence of binomial type whose differential operators are determined by P as

in (5). Mullin and Rota found the following characterization of these operators.

A delta operato)' P is a shift invariant operator for which P1 is zero and Px

is a nonzero constant.

THEOREM (MULLIN-ROTA). An operator P arises from a polynomial
sequence of binomial type {p,} by setting Pp, = np,_, ifandonly if P isa
delta operator.

PrOOF. We shall only sketch the proof, since the details are not significantly
different from the proof given in [10]. Given an operator P arising from a poly-
nomial sequence as described above, the binomial identity (1.1) allows one to con-
clude that py =1 and p,(0) =0 for k > 1. It follows immediately that P
is a delta operator. Conversely given a delta operator P one first proves [10,

p. 181] that P reduces degrees. One may then construct a polynomial sequence
by setting p, =1 and, proceeding inductively, solving the “differential ecjuation”
Pp, = np,_, with the initial condition p,(0) =0, n > 0. One thereby obtains
a basis for the polynomials for which the set of operators {P,} defined by (5)
are a dual basis. By the dual basis theorem the sequence {p,} is of binomial-
type, and the operators {P,} are the corresponding differential operators.

(2) Permutations with restricted position. Consider the morph r from
(B, 5) to (Z, s). The differential operators R, are all powers of the operator
R = R,. To find a closed form for R, for each B € B let B © s denote the
board formed from B by adding a square not in any row or column presently
occupied by a square of B. From (2.3), t(B ® s, n) = (B, n) + (B, n — 1),
or Rr,(B) =r,_,(B) =r,(B ®s) — r,(B). It follows by linearity that Rf(B)=
fB ® s) — f(B) forall f € R, where R is the range of r. In order to use the
expansion theorems we must characterize the functions of R. The following argu-
ment and its parallels in succeeding examples was suggested by the work of Brylawski
[2]. Let B €B and let x be a square of B which is not the only square of
B in its row and/or column. Let B — x denote B with the square x removed,
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and let B/x denote B with all the squares of x’s row and column removed. As
is well known,

r,8) =r1,B —x) +r1,_;(B/[x) = r,(B —x) +1,(B/x & s) - r,(Bx).
By linearity every f € R must satisfy the identity

(3.6) f@B) = f(B —x) + f(B/x ® 5) - f(Blx).

Conversely we claim R contains all functions satisfying the identities of this type.
Let f be such a function. We form the expansion Z,.;{(R", f)r, according
to the first expansion theorem. Let f' denote the sum of this series which exists
even if an infinite number of coefficients are nonzero since r is a *morphism.
The question is whether f' = f. Both f and f' satisfy (6) which expresses
their values at B in terms of their values on boards with fewer cells, provided of
course that B hasa cell x as described above. By induction f and f' will be
equal if we prove they are equal for the boards with no such cells, that is for the
boards §" = s @D s B-+-D s (n times). We find that

R'f®) = T - 1H()16 © ),
k
so that
®", = T 04,
k
Finally using the orthogonality relation (2.2)

£6m = T X o) 160 6m

- EE v

We are now free to expand any function satisfying the identities (6) in terms of
r. For example consider the boards B contained in a given M x M square;

these form a subdissect of B to which our preceding argument applies word for
word. Let f,(B) be the number of ways of placing M rooks on the square so
that exactly 4 fallon B. f, satisfies (6). We find by inclusion-exclusion that

£ = ; (- l)”"@(;;)(M - i

Then
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H®) = T & L@ = T 6@ L0 ()56

n

= = n® T () e oo o

i ]

-TC 1)"+"<Z>(M - N1, (B),

a wellknown result.

(3) A-invariants. The morph e: (P, s') — (Z, s) has a theory parallel to
the preceding example. The differential operators E, are given by E,f(P) =
f(P/n), where n is a chain of length n. Since E, is a shift, no confusion results
from this dual use of the letter E. To describe the range E of e,let P bea
partially ordered set, and x, y a pair of unrelated elements of P. Following
Stanley [17],let P} denote the partially ordered set P with the relation x <y
added and all relations implied thereby, and let P, denote the partially ordered
set P with x and y identified. Then one verifies easily that the elements
f € E satisfy the identity

(X)) f®) = f@®Y) + f®)) + f,).

Functions satisfying (7) are called A-invariants. Examples of 4-invariants are the
order polynomial (- 1)¥ IQn(l’), where ,(P) is the number of strict maps
from P into an n chain, and (- 1)"P'L(P), where L(P) is the number of order
ideals of P. Expanding these in terms of the functions e,, we obtain various
results of Stanley [17].

(4) Tutte invariants. The differential operators of the subgeometry generat-
ing function morph s: (C, 5) — (Z2, s) are generated by the two operators S =
S0 and S, =S, , and the relation S;; = S/S}. One easily verifies that

$,fG) = f(G ® 1) - fG), S,f(G)=/SG&) - f0),

where i is an isthmus (a one point rank one geometry) and 1 is a loop (a
point rank zero pregeometry). To describe the range S of s,let G € C and
P € G be a point which is not a one point direct summand of G. Then all the
functions s; j» hence all the functions f € §, satisfy

(3.8) f@G) = fG - p) + fGlp),

where G — p is the deletion of p from G, and G/p is the contraction of G
by p. The reader is referred to [2] for the details. The functions satisfying the
identities (8) are called Tutte invariants and include the MGbius function u(G),

the chromatic polynomial A(G), and many others (see the table in [2, p. 253]).
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(5) Polya’s Hauptsatz. The expansions associated with the cycle index
p: (G, s) — (Pn, 5) are naturally involved with the circle of ideas surrounding
Polya’s enumeration theorem (described by Read in [12]). The differential opera-
tors for the cycle index satisfy the product rule P, = P,\l}',\2 s By when
A= (A A, -+ ]). Thusit suffices for applications to determine the operators
corresponding to the one part partitiions. As in the earlier examples we shall
express P, in terms of shifts. Let S, denote the symmetric group on a set of
n elements. Using the cycle index of §,,

_ UMY if NI = n,
S, A=
PGw N {o if 1IN # 7,

and letting E, denote the shift operator on I(G) by S,, we obtain, using (2.8),

EpG) =pG®S)= 2 p6Gp,S,)
A—>udv

p)\@v(G) _ Pvp}\(G)

Iwl=n vin@) Iwi=n vin@)

l Pl rl P2 "2 Pn rn
2 ——<——> <—> (=) PG,
Ivli=n Fylrytess \1 2 n A

where v = (l'l ,272,00 0, nr”). This we may invert by a standard generating

- function argument, which because of its importance in connection with symmetric
functions we reproduce in full (see Riordan [13, p. 175]). Introducing the inde-
terminant y, we have

= Q)1 (¥*Q,)2 "Q,)n
1 +yE, + y2E, ++oo= 3 " &4 '2) )
Firgete=0 ry! r! r,!

= exp(le +y2Q2 Foe +ynQn te)
where Q, = P,[n. Then

Oy +y2Q, 4o+ y"Q, +ecco=In(1 + yE, +-cc+ y'E, +++ )

= X L (puimtpgyp phen,
MEPN lul B

Setting corresponding coefficients equal we obtain,

(3.9) 1_)}1 Z (— l)“ll—lb(”)E# .

n lul=n lul
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We should now, by analogy with the preceding examples, seek a family of
identities characterizing the range P of the morph p. This we have not been
able to do. It is partly with the hope of encouraging someone to find such a char-
acterization that we have included this example. Without a usable characterization
of P, our expansions have only a formal significance; that is they suggest results
but do not by themselves prove them. Let us outline how by an application of
the first expansion theorem we may formally obtain the conclusion of PSlya’s
Hauptsatz. Let R = {x,x, **-x,,} be a fixed finite set. Each permutation
group G € G has an induced action, on the space of functions ¢ from S; to
R, defined by (g¢)(a) = ¢(g”"(a)) for g €G, a € S;. For each function ¢
we have a monomial IT ¢(a), the product extending over a € S;. Let f(G)
denote the sum of these monomials, one for each equivalence class of functions
under the induced action of G. Now f is not a real-valued function on G, but
one easily verifies that our theory has made no special use of the real numbers; in
effect our functions can take values in any ring. So we may expand formally,

fG)= 2 (@, NpG)

AEPn
= > Gy +x, 400t x,)!
a=0"1,2"2,.00
KR R STTTEES COTEN )
which is the desired conclusion; however, we postpone until § 7 the verification in
detail that
(3.10) (Py, )= (kg +=+++x,) 102 +eee+x2)2000,

4. Connection constants. Let (S, m) and (T, n) be dissects as in §3.
Let p and q be two morphs from (S, m) to (T, n) with the same range P.
Then there are the following expansions:

@.1) P.= X f(ba)g, g = 2 s ap,
bET bET

and

“2) P,= 2 h@ b)Q, Q= 2 k@ bP,
bET bET

The coefficients of these expansions are called connection constants. We first
observe that h is a morph from (T, n) to itself. This follows from substituting
(2) into (M) and equating coefficients of Q,. From h(g, b) = (P,, q,) =
g(a, b), it follows that h = g; hence g is also a morph, in fact a morphism.
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Similarly, f = k and, since these are clearly inverse to h = g, it follows that the
connection constants are even automorphisms of (T, n).

DEFINITION 7. Let p be a morph from (S, m) to (T, n) with range P.
An operator U on P is called umbral if q, = Up, is another morph with
range P. The umbral operators are thus the operators on P whose matrix with
respect to the basis {p,} is an automorphism of (T, n). That this notion does

not depend on the basis {p,} is shown by the following

AUTOMORPHISM THEOREM. The following are equivalent for an operator U
on P

(@) U is an umbral operator.

(b) U is invertible, the map T — UTU™! is an automorphism of P*,
and

43) (UT, /Y=(T, f), TEP*fEP.

(©) If r isany morph from (S, m) to (T, n) withrange P,and s, =
Ur, (a €T), then s, isalsoa momph from (S, m) to (T, n) with range P.

PROOF. (a) = (b). Let U be an umbral operator and let q, = Up,. U
is invertible, since by definition {q,|l @ € T} is a basis for P. Consider the oper-
ators UP,U™'. We have

b
(UP,UY)q, = UP,p, = 2 n[ ]qc.
cET c a
Thus UP,U"! = Q,. By linearity the mapping T — UTU™! then takes P*
to P*; it is clearly an automorphism. Finally we have

(UP,, pp) = WP U, Up,) = @, qp) = 84 = Pys P

which extends by linearity to (3).

(b) = (c). Let r be asgiven. Thenthe s, = Ur, form a basis for P
since U is invertible. The operators UR,U™! are a dual basis since (UR, U™,
sp) = (R,, 1) = 8, ,. Furthermore the operators UR,U™! satisfy the same
product rule as the operators R, themselves, since the map T — UTU™! isan
automorphism. It follows from the dual basis theorem that s is a morph from
(S, m) to (T, n) with range P.

To summarize, the reader will have no trouble supplying the missing implica-
tions in the following

PROPOSITION. The following groups are isomorphic:
(a) the group of umbral operators on P,

(b) the group of automorphisms of P*,

(c) the group of automorphisms of (T, n).
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Two morphs q and r from (S, m) to (T, n) are called inverse with
respect to p when all these morphs have the same range and the umbral operator
defined by Up, = q, satisfies U 'p, = r,.

SUMMATION THEOREM. Let q and r be inverse with respect to p. Then

“.4) r,= 2 QPP
bET

PrOOF. By the first expansion theorem p, = Z,.1(Q,, P,)q,- Now
apply UL,

ExAMPLES. (1) The reader will find many examples of connection con-
stants in [10] and [14]. Here is just a token. Two morphs from (Z, s) to
(Z, b) will be connected by an automorphism of (Z, b). Thus the Stirling num-
bers of the first kind s(k, n) defined by (x), = Z, s(k, n)x* satisfy the
identity

(" +’)s(k +tim= 3 (’,’)s(k, s, n - )
k =0 \i
for all k, j, and n The group of all automorphisms of (Z, b) turns out not
surprisingly to be isomorphic to the group of all exponential generating functions
invertible under composition. This isomorphism is given by the mapping s —
Z, s(1, n)x"[n!.

(2) The Tutte polynomial. Consider the subgeometry generating function
s. We wish to find a second morph t from (C, s) to (Z2,s) with the same
range S but simpler differential operators. It would be a great advantage for
example if the differential operator T;, was simply the shift T;,f(G) =
f(G ® i’ ® I¥), where i/ ® 1¥ represents the direct sum of j isthmiand k
loops. If the morph t exists its differential operators T, = Ty,, T, = Ty,
are then related to the operators §,,S, by S, =T, -1, S, =T, — I This
would imply that ‘

Sm .= S;"Sz = Z (_ 1)m+n+i+k(’.n><n)T‘k
, i'k ] k I

so that _
tn,n(G) = ”Zk - l)m+n+i+k(';1)<2)si’k(a).

This last we may take as the definition of t. It is clear that t has the desired
property since its connection constants with s are given by the automorphism

(- 1)"’*'”""’"(;-")(2) of (2%, s). The numbers t,, ,(G) are the coefficients
of the Tutte polynomial (see [2]), a polynomial in two variables defined by
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TG) = X t,,6)z]z].
m,n

An important notion in this connection is that of a Tutte bi-invariant. These are
functions f on C which, in addition to being Tutte invariants, that is satisfying
(3.8), also satisfy f(G; ® G,) = f(G,)f(G,), G, G, € C. We can easily prove
the theorem that all Tutte bi-invariants are evaluations of the Tutte polynomial
for we can expand f according to §3, obtaining (T,, ,, f) = f(i" & 1") =
J@A™ (D" so that

fG) = X (T, ., My .G = TG)
m,n z1=f(1);z2,=r(1)

Analogous considerations hold with regard to rook polynomials and order poly-

nomials. In the latter case the morph e already has shifts for its differential

operators.

Returning to pregeometry we wish to point out that the operation G — G*
of forming the dual pregeometry induces an umbral operator U on S, Uf(G) =
f(G*), fE€ S. That U in fact maps S into S follows from the relations
Glp)* =G*-p and (G -p)* = G*/p. From UT,U' =T, and UT,U™!
= T, we deduce that Ut,, , = t, ., thus U is an umbral operator.

(3) Almost umbral operators. A number of operators U appear in our
examples, in connection with constructions of various types, which possess the
property in common with umbral operators that when {p,} defines a morph so
does {Up,}, but which fail to be umbral by not being invertible. For example
let H be a fixed permutation group and consider the mapping G — G x H for
G € G and its induced mapping on I*(G). Here G x H is the usual product
of permutation groups, the direct product of the groups G and H acting com-
ponentwise on the cartesian product S; x Sy. Let p, be the cycle index
morph from (G, 5) to (Pn, s), and set q,(G) = Up,(G) = p,(G-x H). From
the distributive law (G, ® G,)x H = (G, x H) ® (G, x H) follows
4.5) 1,G, ® G,) = 2 qu(Gl)qx G,).

A=A @A, 2
Thus q is also a morph from (G, s) to (Pn, s). The range of q is not all of
P, and q is not a monomorph since for example q, =0 whenever [ < |Sy,l.
Thus U is not an umbral operator. We still have connection constants

4.6) q, = § f, ey, A ) = (P, q,)

and f is a morphism of (Pn, s) to itself as follows from substituting (6) into
(5) and equating coefficients. Other constructions which, like the product of
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permutation groups, satisfy a distributive law, and so induce almost umbral opera-
tors, include the product of posets in P and the krantz product in G. Because
these do not lead to invertible operators, we cannot exploit the duality of opera-
tors and functions in these examples.

5. Double dissects.

DEFINITION 8. A double dissect is a set S and two sets of incidence coef-
ficients n and n' both satisfying the conditions of Definition 1. We will usually
assume that n has an identity, but not necessarily n'. If (S, n, n’) and (T,
m, m') are two double dissects, a morph [morphism, *morphism] p: (S, n, n')
— (T, m, m') is a real-valued function p definedon S x T suchthat p isa
morph [morphism, *morphism] from (S, m) to (T, n) and a morph [*mor-
phism, morphism] from (T, n') to (S, m'). Thus in addition to (B), p satis-
fies the identity
®) = n'[ba c] pix, @)= 2 m'[y ¥ z] p(, )P, ©),

ac<T ¥y, zES8

forall b, ¢ €T, x €S. (B') may be rewritten

™) Pr*Pc= X n'[b" ] Pas

ac€T ¢
where the convolution on the left is with respect to the incidence coefficients m'.
Thus P is a subalgebra of I*(S, m").

Let p: (S, m, m') — (T, n, n') be a morph. By definition the elements
of P* are operators on P. We can now define conversely an action of P on
P* by taking the adjoint of (left) multiplication. In other words, for f € P,

Q € P*, we define f(Q) to be the operator of P* such that

(CRY) (fQ), 8 =<, g*f), gEP.

Of course f is a linear operator on P*. Furthermore the association of f € P
with the operator f on P* is an algebra homomorphism, that is (g*f)(Q) =
g(f(Q)). By an application of the second expansion theorem we find that

®") Py = X n'[ b ]Pc.
¢ET ¢ a

Thus p, acts on the operator P, in a manner analogous to the original defini-
tion of differential operators but with the coefficients n’ in place of n. Further
developments now depend on postulating some connection between these two
incidence coefficients.

DEfFINITION 9. Let (T, n, n') be a double dissect. (@) T is a Hopf dis-
sect if, for all ¢, b, ¢, d €T,



20 MICHAEL HENLE

& wze;r n[a wb] n'[c wd] =:,,',§,e-r "’ sat]n'[u bv]n[scu]n[td ]

(b) T has a double identity e if e isan identity for both n and »’,
and (c) let N be a real-valued function on T; N is an inverse if T has a double
identity and

| d 1 if e=d=
o @ n[ ¢ ] [ ] ={ e
a,zb;gr @ a 5" b a 0 otherwise,

and A is a post if
) A@AB) = \c) when n [a ¢ b] #0.

To avoid triviality we also assume A(a) #0 forall ¢ € T.
Let p: (S, m, m') — (T, n, n') be a morph. If (T, n, n') is a Hopf dis-
sect, then we have the Leibnitz formulae,

©  ren= T ool ]a0RN. srep

a, bET

@ = T af € 1p@p,®. 0RE P

a, bET

To prove (L) it suffices to consider the case where g and f come from the
basis {p,l a € T}. The proof is completed by the computation (M XD)*(H)*(M XD)D).
(L") is proved using the dual computation M)D Y*H)*M)D')D'). Let A be
a real-valued function on T. We shall use A to construct negative shift
operators. For this purpose it is useful to imagine a copy of the set S. The
elements of this copy of S will be called the negatives of the elements of S; for
each x €8, its negative will be written — x. We begin by defining values for the
functions p, at the negatives by setting

(5.2) P,(— X) = Ma)p,(x).
Then we define the negative shift operator E_, by
a
® = T onf,” ] et e,
b, cET C

and extending by linearity to all f € P. We can then define values for all f€ P
on the negatives by

© (E_y, ) = f(=X)

which amounts to extending (2) by linearity. Then we also have
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(F) E_.f= 2 Pf(-x)p,.
cET
Supposing that A is a post, the negative shifts satisfy the product rule
EE = m[ % |E,.
®) = Tom[ 7]

This is proven by applying the left side to the typical element p, of P and
using (E)(E)*(3)(A)*(B)*(E). It is worth noting that the negative shifts behave
exactly like the ordinary shifts. A related consequence of (J) is that if we let L
be the operator of negation, Lf(x) = f(— x), then L is an umbral operator. Pass-
ing to consequences of (I), suppose that A is an inverse (but not necessarily a
post). The most important property of the negative shifts is the following identity.
Foreach x € S,

x
™ y,‘z\:es " [y z] Eybe = y.zzés m’[)’ xz] FyFs = 2L
The proof arises by applying the left side to p, and using (E)(E)*(A)*(B)*()).
In applications the incidence coefficients m' are usually the trivial coefficients of
pointwise multiplication. Then the left side of (N) reads E,E_,. Now p,(x)
can be only a zero or a one (apply (B) with @ = €). In the former case E_, is
a genuine inverse to E, and (N) yields inverse relations, in the latter case we
have an orthogonality relation. Finally we have a closed form for the adjoint
action defined in (1). For f€ P, Q € P*

E") f@= X PP,
a€T

where by (LP,f)Q(p,) we mean the operator composed of left multiplication
by p,, followed by Q, followed by left multiplication by LP,f. Note that the
series in (F') is finite since f is annihilated by all but a finite number of P,
For the proof it suffices to examine the right-hand side of (F') for the case
f = py, T =P, and the operator signified is applied to p,. The result then fol-
lows from the computation (M")[D)D)(M )*(H)*(AXAY*(I)*(D)D").

ExaMpLES. (1) Let us interpret these results for the polynomial sequence
d, = x" asamorph from (Z, s) to (Z, b). We take the trivial incidence coef-
ficients as the second set for (Z, s). Then d is a morph from (Z, s, p) to
(Z, b, s); (M) in this case reduces to x"x™ = x"+™_ The adjoint action is
determined by the action of x on the shift invariant operators. We will always
writt T' for x(T), T € D*. The identity (D) gives D:, =D, , or D"n'y
= D" 1/(n — 1)!; thus x acts like ordinary differentiation with respect to D.
This is the Pincherle derivative as used by Mullin and Rota.
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(Z, b, s) is a Hopf dissect. The formula (H) is the Vandermonde convolu-
tion; while (L) is the usual Leibnitz formula. (Z, b, s) also has a double identity
(zero) and an inverse A(n) = (— 1)"; the identity (I) reducing in the most impor-
tant case (¢ = d) to the identity

1 if e=0
-1 k C) = { ’
§( ) (k 0 if ¢>0.
The negative values defined by (2) are the usual values of x" at negative integers.
Finally (F') yields the formula T' = Tx — xT, which in [10] serves as the

definition of the Pincherle derivative. At this point we can easily derive the results
of [10] on closed forms of polynomials and the Rodrigues formula.

RODRIGUES FORMULA. Let q, be a polynomial sequence of binomial type
with delta operator Q. Then Q' is invertible and q, = x(Q')"q,,_l for
n=l1.

PrROOF. The expansion of Q in terms of D,

(5.3) 2= 3 <Q x™D"n,

n=0
has no constant term since Q1 = 0, but a nonzero linear term since Qx is a non-
zero constant. Thus the expansion for Q’,

Q' = X &(Q),x™D"n!' = X (Q x"*H)D"n,
n20 n=0

has a nonzero constant term. Thus, by the isomorphism between D* and the
algebra of exponential generating functions, Q' is invertible. We shall prove the
Rodrigues formula by showing that (Q,,, x(Q')'lq,,_l) = {0, q, forall
m =0, where @, = Q™/m! is the dual basis of q,,- By linearity it will follow
that (T, x(Q')'q,_,> = (T, q,) forall T €D*, hence that x(Q")'q,_, =
q,,- The case where m = 0 is trivial. For m > 1,

Q> x@') 'qp—y) = ©@pn, @) 'qp—y)
= <Qm—lQ" (Q')—lqn-l> = <Qm -1 qn—l) = <Qm’ q,,>.

CLOSED FORMS. With the same hypothesis as the previous result, we may
factor D from the expansion (3) of Q, obtaining Q = DP, where P isan
invertible shift invariant operator. Then for n =1 we have

@ q, = QP " 'x",

®) q, = P"x" = (P"yx"7,

(©) q, = xP™"x"1.
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PROOF. Asin [10] we begin by showing that all three formulae give the
same polynomial sequence.

Q'P™"'x" = (DP)'P""x" = (P + DP')P™""'x"
= P yh — n—l(P—n)'Dxn = pNyn — (Pn)'xn-l
=Px" - (P"x — xP"M)x""! = xp7"x",

We can now establish simultaneously the equality of all three with q, by induc-
tion. For n =1, xP™11 = x/(Q, x) = q,. Assuming now that q, =
Q'P~""'x", we shall prove that q,,, = xP " 'x" by showing that Q,,,,
xP" gy = Q> Qp4q) forall m >0. As before this is trivial for m = 0.
For m 21,

Q> XP" 1™ = (Q,) s PV x™ = (Q,,_y, Q'PT"XM)

= (Qm—l’ qn) = (Qm’ 9n4+ l)‘
(2) Consider the morph b: (Z, s) — (Z, 5), b(x, n) = (}). As in the
preceding example we choose the incidence coefficients of pointwise multiplica-
tion and expand the product (})(}) in termsof (%) obtaining,

(54) (:,)(;)': ; b[k -m k —nkm +n -k](:)

Therefore b is a morph from (Z, s, p) to (Z, s, ) where e[m"n] is the
multinomial coefficient b[,_,, x_n*n+n—x]- The identity (4) is most easily
proven by noting its combinatorial interpretation counting the number of different
ways of choosing a pair of sets of cardinalities m and n from a set of cardinal-
ity x by first choosing the union of the two sets (cardinality k). We have
already pointed out that the incidence coefficient e[, "n] counts the number of
ways of choosing sets of cardinalities m and n from a set of cardinality k¥ so
as to exhaust the set of cardinality k. The double dissect (Z, s, e) is a Hopf
dissect. This yields the following Leibnitz type identity for the forward difference
operators,
arg = £ o F |amrane
mn LM N

In particular we get the familiar rule A(fg) = A(f)g + FA(g) + A(f)A(g).
Since the incidence coefficients e have no identity, (Z, s, ) can have no inverse.

(3) The inverse of Example 1 may be thought of as derived from the
Mobius inversion formula on the lattice of finite subsets of a countable set, or
rather on the reduced incidence algebra of this lattice (see [18] for a discussion
of reduced incidence algebras and M&bius inversion, in particular Example 4.6, p. 281).
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Other examples are supplied by other reduced incidence algebras. For example
the reduced incidence algebra of the lattice of finite-dimensional subspaces of a
vector space of countable dimension over GF(q) yields the dissect (Z, g), where
g are the Gaussian coefficients [18, Example 4.9]. The Mdbius function A(n) =
(- l)"qc"'2 is an inverse for (Z, g s). An example of a morph is given by the
Gaussian polynomials p,(x, z) = (x — z)(x —qz)***(x — q""'z) which give a
morph from (Z* 5) to (Z, g), where Z* is the set of pairs (x, y) with

x <y, and s denotes the usual incidence coefficients on Z* with respect to
the dissections (x, z) — (x, ¥) ® (3, z), where x <y <z Thatis, p satis-
fies the identity,

% ) = Z(,) pule Dpasn D,

Treating this example with some care, as p is not exactly a double morph, one
can recover part of the results of Andrews [1] (but see the discussion of this
point in §9).

6. Symmetric functions. Let X = {x,, x,, x5, *} be an infinite sequence
of indeterminants. Let N be the dissect of all finite subsets of X with the dis-
sections 4 — B @ C when A is the disjoint union of B and C. The impor-
tance of N is that all the major classes of symmetric functions may be viewed as
morphs from (N, s, p), where s is the usual set of incidence coefficients and p
are the trivial incidence coefficients on N, to Pn supplied with various pairs of
incidence coefficients (unfortunately a different pair for almost every type of sym-
metric function). To reach this point of view we must consider morphs which as
funetions on N x Pn are symmetric polynomial valued rather than real valued.
The range P in I*(N) for all these morphs will consist of those functions
fEI*(N) for which f(B) is a symmetric polynomial in the indeterminants of B,
and when B C A, f(B) is obtained from f(A4) by setting to zero the indeter-
minants of 4 — B. This algebra P may be regarded as a device for studying sym-
metric functions in infinitely many variables without ever actually using infinitely
many variables.

As in other recent treatments of symmetric functions, we shall emphasize
their combinatorial interpretation. Each class of symmetric functions counts tab-
leaux of some type. A tableau is an arrangement of positive integers in the shape
of the Ferrer’s graph of a partition. For example
11 4

(6.1) 1

N

1
3
4
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is a tableau of shape (4322). Within each row the numbers read in increasing
order; thus the row is entirely determined by its contents. Each tableau contrib-
utes a monomial when counted by a symmetric polynomial. The tableau (1)
will contribute the monomial x$x2x;x3. The tableaux may be placed in one-to-
one correspondence with matrices such that the row sums of the matrix give the
shape of the corresponding tableau, while the column sums give the numbers of

I’s, 2’s and so forth in the tableau. Corresponding to (1) we have the matrix

2101
3000
0110 .
1 0 01

Thus symmetric functions also count classes of matrices. Both tableaux and
matrices may be also thought of as solutions to distribution problems where the
positive numbers are balls of different types to be placed in boxes, called rows,
of limited capacity.

The monomial symmetric functions. The polynomial k(4, A\) counts the
tableaux of shape A\ with constant rows, no two the same with rows of the same
length arranged in increasing order by subscript. In addition these tableaux must
contain only the positive numbers which are subscripts of indeterminants of A.
Thus

k({3,5, 6}, 22 1) = x3x2xg + x3xsx2 + xyx2x2

corresponding to the tableaux

33 33 55
55 66 66.
6 5 3
k satisfies the identity
A
62) k4 © BN =5 ‘[x R]k@t, MK, 2y),
5 )

which counts in two ways the tableaux described above with entries from 4 @ B,
since each such tableau can be obtained in one and only one way from a tableau
with entries from A and a tableau with entries from B. Furthermore since rows
of these tableaux are constant, the shapes of the tableaux into which a given tab-
leau of shape A decomposes must be such that A = \; @ A,, whence the appear-
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ance of the usual incidence coefficients s associated with the separations of A.
Thus k is a morph from (N, s) to (Pn, s).
The incidence coefficients m|[ “",,] arising in the expansion of the product

(63) k(4, k4, v) = 3 m[# AV] K(4, )

A

count the number of ways the parts of u and v may be arranged (with parts of
size zero added as necessary) so as to sum to A. Thus, for example,

m 4322 _3
3212 2?2
corresponding to the arrangements
p 3112 2311 2131

1220 2021 2201
N 4332 4332 4332

I=

which give the different ways the term x7x3x3x3, for example, can arise as a

product of terms which use the exponents (3212) in some order and the expo-
nents (221) in some order. Equivalently m[“)‘,,] counts the number of matrices
with |A| rows and two columns with row sums A and columns consisting of the
parts of u and ». These numbers occur throughout the theory of symmetric
functions. Summarizing (2) and (3), k is a morph from (N, s, p) to (Pnm, s, m).
(Pn, s, m) is a Hopf dissect. The identity (H) in this case amounts to the asser-

tion
ml? @Bl _ Z ml @ m[ B ]’
v BoY @rw—8,08, N1 O] |72 8,

a sort of Vandermonde convolution for the incidence coefficients m which has
an obvious combinatorial interpretation in terms of the interpretation just given
for m.

The idea of using differential operators in the investigation of symmetric
functions is quite classical. These operators were most thoroughly developed by
MacMahon who made them the cornerstone of his treatise Combinatory analysis
[9]. The operators were previously the invention of Hammond (see the references
in [9, p. 27]). The operators K, satisfy the product rule K, = K "1K VR
when A = (A, A,,* ), so that it suffices to describe the operators K, corre-
sponding to one part partitions. These were termed obliterating operators by
MacMahon and notated D, in [9, p. 28] since the action of K, on a sym-
metric function k, is to remove one part n; in symbols K, k, = k,g,.
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The power sum symmetric functions. The polynomial s(4, A) counts tab-
leaux with constants rows with no restriction on the order of the rows and, in ad-
dition, identical rows permitted. s satisfies the identities

6.4) SUBB,N= 3 b[ "] s(4, s, v),
we |FY
6.5) s(4, ws(4, v) = s(4, 1 @ v),

where the incidence coefficients b uxv] are zero unless A = u @ v when
b[“",,] = A!u!v!. Equation (4) is justified by coasiderations analogous to those
just detailed for equation (2); the incidence coefficients b arise by the interweav-
ing of the rows of equal length from tableaux of shapes u and ». Equation (5)
merely reflects that the rows of these tableaux, unlike those counted by k,, may
be chosen independently. On account of (5), s is called a multiplicative set of
symmetric functions. Thus s isa morph from N to (Pn, b, 5). (Pn, b, 5) is
also a Hopf dissect.

The operators S, satisfy the product rule

A -
(6.6) b[x‘ N N]S" = 83,51, Sa

where A = (A, \;,***, A). Thus as before it suffices to describe S,. In addi-
tion we have the Leibnitz rule,

(6.7) Sen= 2 S50

A=udv
In particular §,, is a derivation. Therefore the S, may be described by the
equation S,(s,,) = 5, ,,-
The elementary symmetric functions. The polynomial a(A4, A) counts all
tableaux with strictly increasing rows. Alternatively these tableaux correspond to
matrices whose entries are zeros and ones. Thus

a21, {2, 3, 4) = x2x; + x,x3 + x,x2 + x3xF + 3x,%3%,
corresponding to the tableaux
23 23 23 24 24 24 34 34 34
2 3 4 2 3 4 2 3 4

a satisfies the identities,

(6.8) aA®B N= 2 m[u )‘V]a(A, wa(B, v),

v
6.9) a(4, p)a(4, v) = a(4, u ® ).
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Equation (8) counts in two ways the tableaux of shape A with entries from

A © B. Each such tableaux may be decomposed into two tableaux, one with
entries from A and the other with entries from B. An example should make
this clear. With 4 ={1,5,6}, B ={2,3,7,9} and A = (54321), the tableau
1 35 6 7

2 3509

2 6 9

1 6

7

(6.10)

is initially divided into the two arrays of numbers

1 56 3 7
S 2 39
6 29

1 6 7

each of which is rearranged, keeping rows of equal length in the same order, to
form a tableau. We obtain

156 2 39

1 6 3 7
(6.11)

5 29

6 7

of shapes (3212) and (3221), respectively. The incidence coefficient m arises
because to a pair of tableaux of shapes u and v, with entries from sets 4 and
B, respectively, there corresponds by this decomposition m[ ”", ] tableaux of
shape A. These correspond to the different ways the parts of u and v—or
rather the corresponding rows of the tableaux of shapes u and »—can be added
together to get A. Continuing the above example, we have

54321 7 _
'"[3212 3221] =3

corresponding to the matrices



BINOMIAL ENUMERATION ON DISSECTS 29

ER 3 2 2 3]
1 3 1 3 31
1 2 2 1 1 2
2 0 0 2 0 2
o 1] Lo U o

Therefore there are exactly three tableaux of shape (54321) which, when decom-
posed as above, will yield the same pair of tableaux (11). One of these three is
naturally the tableau (10) with which the example began. It corresponds to put-
ting together the rows of the tableaux (11) according to the first of the above
matrices. The other two tableaux are

1356 7 12369
2 3509 1 5§ 6 7
1 6 7 3 57

2 9 29

6 6

Thus a is a morph from N to (Pn, m, s).
Although the operators A, satisfy the more complicated product rule

A

A
(6.12) A, =2m [n ;,AM

it is still true that the operators A, corresponding to one part partitions generate
the others. Let us show, for example, how to express the operators correspond-
ing to two part partitions in terms of the operators A,. There are two cases.
First let X\ = (m, n), m # n; then, since 4,4, = Ay + A, 4, Wwe have 4, =
A,A, — A, ., Onthe other hand if X = (n?), A2 = 24, +A4,,; so that
A, = (Af,' —A,,)/2. Similarly operators belonging to three part partitions may
be expressed in terms of the operators belonging to one and two part partitions,
and so forth. In this sense all the operators A, are determined by the operators
A,. A, isa derivation, hence is completely described by

m a__. if n<m,
An(am)= Zm[}\ n]ax= {m n

x 0 otherwise.

The operator A4, corresponds to the operator d,, in MacMahon [9].
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The complete homogeneous symmetric functions. The polynomial h(4, A)
counts all tableaux of shape A and entries from A. h satisfies the identities

(6.13) hA®BN= X m[ "]h(A, Yh(B, ),
wy |V
(6.14) h(4, w)h(4, v) = h(4, u © v).

Thus h isa morph from N to (Pn, m, s). Concerning the operators H, we
have

(6.15) HH,= Y m| |,
i ; u o)
The operators H, are derivations and
_fhpy_py if n<m,
Hylhm) = {0 otherwise.

The Schur functions. These are the most interesting of all symmetric func-
tions, but from the point of view of binomial enumeration their theory is in an
unsatisfactory state. The polynomial e(4, A) counts column strict tableaux, that
is tableaux whose columns are strictly increasing when read down. Even the sym-
metry of e(A4, N\) is difficult to prove directly from this combinatorial definition
(see [16]). Littlewood [8, Chapter VI] has proven that e satisfies the identities,

(6.16) eAd®B N= 2 g[ Rv] e(4, peB, v),
P o

6.17) e, e, 1) = X g[ "]e(A. N,
'O L

where the incidence coefficients g count a special class of column strict tableaux.
Thus e isa morph from N to (Pn, g, g). The proof of (16) and (17) given
by Littlewood involves many properties of the character table of the symmetric
groups. We shall not develop these here. The differential operators E, were
first defined and applied by Foulkes [4].

7. Connection constants. The table below summarizes some facts concern-
ing the connection constants among the four basic classes of symmetric functions
within our present view. Following §4 each set is itself a morphism. These con-
stants are of considerable combinatorial interest in their own right, but, in addi-
tion, it is through their study that we are able to prove identities relating the dif-
ferent classes of symmetric functions.
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Symbol Definition Morphism Combinatorial Interpretation

m(y, A) h, = Zm(y, Nk, (Pn, s, m) = (Pn, m, s) #matrices with row sums p
and column sums A

my, A) | a, = Z m, Nk, (Pn, s, m) — (Pn, m, s) #matrices of zeros and ones with
row sums A, column sums A

r(u, N) s=Z r(u )x)k“ (Pn, s, m) = (Pn, b, s) #matrices with one nonzero entry
per row, row sums u, column
sums A

p,N) | hy =Z p(u, Vs, (Pn, b, s) = (Pn, m, ) cycle index of the symmetric
group S, = S, @S,‘z -

P, ) | ay =Z pu, Ms, (Pn, b, s) = (Pn, m, s) | sgn(w)p(u, N

t(u, N a, = Z t(u, Mh, (Pn, m, s) = (Pn, m, s) sgn(u)(#compositions of the multi-
: partite number A\ using parts p)

All our results concerning symmetric polynomials follow from the simple relations

.1) s, = k,,

(72) h, = X Kk
IAll=n

(7.3) a, = kl,,.

Let us begin by verifying the combinatorial interpretations of m, m, and r. We
have

m(u, N) = (K, h)) = (K, h’\lh’\z ce )

"

m cee
Dy bgyeee [”1 vy .- ] T . WA
where A = (A;, A, ), and we have used the Leibnitz formula for K, applied
to a product. This m[,,l ,,‘2‘,,,] is the m multinomial coefficient and counts
the number of matrices with |u| rowsand |A] columns whose row sums are
the parts of u, while the nonzero elements of each column are the parts of the

corresponding ;. Continuing,

) o
m, N) = m kK,, X Kk\K,., X K
w2 N % ["1 vy °° ]< "1 Ing =2y AN Ingli=Ay 4

B Z m “ LN ¢
g l=Ag5lvgli=Agseee vy ¥y

In view of the combinatorial interpretation of the incidence coefficients m, this
is the desired conclusion. Analogous arguments apply to i and r.
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It is clear that m is symmetric, m(u, A) = m(A, u). To exploit this, fol-
lowing MacMahon, consider the operator M from P to P* defined by setting
M(k,) = H,, and extending by linearity. Since the operators H, and the sym-
metric functions k, satisfy the same multiplication law, M is an algebra homo-
morphism. Now by §4, we find M(h,) = Z, m(u, NH, = Z, m(A, p)H, =
K,. It follows that to every identity among the functions h,, k, there corre-
sponds the same identity among the operators K,, H, and vice versa with the
letters ‘4’ and ‘K’ interchanged. The same analysis applies to i, so there is a
similar homomorphism #: P— P* with M(a,) = K, and M(k,) = 4,.

From (2) and (3) we thus deduce

74 Kn = Z H)\’
IAll=n

(7.35) K, =4,

Using (6.12) we find K , = Ki = A} =24 , T 42 = 2K; +4; or k; =

a, - 2a,. Continuing in this way one may systematically invert m. In another
direction, following MacMahon,

+ A4 n>1,

n+1,1m"1 n,1m’

AR = 4,4 = 4

Ale = AlAlm = Az,lm—l

+(m + DAy
Therefore
Ap —Ap Ky + A, 2K, =+ (D" 14K, = (- )" 'K,
or
(7.6) (-D""na, =k, —k,_ya; +oo+ (1) kja, .

It is not necessary to manipulate operators in this fashion to find identities.
Any identity involving a,, h, and k, may be proven by expanding with respect
to one or another of these bases. For example let us find an expression in terms
of k, for the nonalternating sum k, +k,_;a; ++-<+k;a,_,. We find that

n-1

n-1 A
(KA’ > oak, )= X X m Ky k o Ky, k)
Y 0 v by
0 if A-=(0*n-%,0<k<n
_ n—1 A _ . _ X _ _
—Zm[lk n-k]— 2 ‘f)‘_(l,ﬂ k),k<n 2,
n if A=(1");
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therefore

k, +k,_,a, +---+kja,_, —na, =2k, +k; ,, +---+ k1"'2,2)‘
For later use we state the analogous result for A:
.7 k, +kp_yhy +c-c+Kkh,  =nh,

We can use M to define an inner product on P,
(7.8) gl =Mf &, fgeP

This amounts to setting [h“, k] = 8,,,- This inner product is symmetric as a
consequence of the symmetry of m.
The connection constants r, while not symmetric, possess an important tri-
angular property. Let A, u be partitions. We say A dominates u, written
u << A, whenever the parts of A when added together in suitable groups yield
the parts of u. (When the order of the parts within each group is considered
important, this is called a composition of u using the parts of \.) From its
combinatorial interpretation, we deduce that r(u, A) is zero unless u << A.
Passing now to connections among s,, h,, and a,, we state the fundamen-
tal result

. nS, = =(-1 .
(7.9) S, .= (D4,

Since S, = Z, p(n, NH, = Z, B(n, N)A,, this is equivalent to

0, A # n,
I/n, X=n,

0 AN¥#n,

(7.10) p(n, M) = { D"*n, A=n

Bs N = {

To prove (10) we first note that as s,, a, and h, are homogeneous of degree
[INl, p(n, ) is zero unless 7 = ||A||. Using the morphism property of p, if A
is not a one part partition, then A has a nontrivial separation A = A; @ A,,
with |\ 1, I\l <m,and p(n, N) = p(n, \;) + p(n, A,) = 0. The same argu-
ment applies to P. To conclude, we must verify that p(n, n) = 1/n. From (7),

h, =s,/n +n (s, hy +e--+sh,_),

from which this conclusion follows, since the second term when expanded in terms
of s can only contain terms involving s,, where |A| > 1 (see (6.5)). The same
argument applied to (6) concludes the proof of (10).

As an application of (9) we find a closed form for p(u, A), u = (¢, u,
et Hy),
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] —3 * o o #
P, ) = (S,, hy) <S',11S”2 S"'/b[#l "y - .“r]’ h,>
= 1 ﬁ”_l fIiZ .o .Hﬂ’ h
MRV TR
1 v
= m (H,, h,)
ul(w) ; [n, uz'“u,] v A

= A 1
m[m [P 'u,] /“'ﬂ(#)'

In particular, p(s, n) = 1/u'!n(u) when |jull = n, thus

S
7.11 h = 2 CH
.10 " ui=a ()

The differential operators provide in principle a tool for proving or disproving any
identity in the symmetric functions. We can expand both sides of any proposed
identity with respect to a convenient basis and check corresponding coefficients.
Such an expansion is always possible, for by using the product rules and Leibnitz
rules, such an expansion is reduced to the evaluation of terms of the form (B,
c)), where B is K, H, A or S, and c is k, h, a, or s. These in turn can be
reduced using (4), (5) and (9) to terms of the form (B, b\) = §,, . The final
expressions for the coefficients will involve summations and products of the inci-
dence coefficients m. In practice, therefore, this device is limited by our know-
ledge of these incidence coefficients.

We conclude this section by verifying the combinatorial interpretations of
the coefficients p and Pp. Both of these are morphisms (Pn, s) — (Pn, s);
that is they satisfy the identity (here stated for p)

(1.12) PN ON) = X pay, APy, Ay).

=4, ®Ou,
In addition, the cycle index of the symmetric groups S, satisfy the same identity
(equation (2.8)). Thus it suffices to verify the equality of p(u, n) with the
cycle index of S§,. This in turn follows directly from equation (11). We can
now complete the formal derivation of Polya’s enumeration theorem begun in §3.
From our current standpoint, we see that the connection constants between the
shifts E, of §3, Example 5 and the differential operators P, are just p(u, A).
These were inverted in §3 in order to express P, intermsof E,. Let q stand
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for the inverse of p. Then P, = Z, q(u, NE,, and also s, = Z, q(u, Mh,.
We must verify (Py, ) = Z, q(u, N(E,, f) = s, (compare with equation
(3.10)). This now follows directly from (E,, f) = f(S,) = h,, which in turn is
a more or less direct consequence of the definition of f.

8. An umbral operator. Among all the operators on P represented by the
connection constants of our table, only one is an umbral operator. This is the
operator U defined by Uh, = a,, whose matrix with respect to the h, is t.
The operator U is umbral because U maps h to a morph a which uses the
same incidence coefficients (namely m) as h. It follows that U applied to any
morph yields a morph which uses the same incidence coefficients.

Consider first U applied to s,. The result will yield another morph from
N to (Pn, b, 5) with the associated differential operators US, U~!. By (7.9),
US,U™! = (-1)"*1S,. Therefore, by (6.6), US,U™" = sgn(M)S,. Thus the
matrix of connection constants, which by §3 link S, and US,U —1, is diagonal
with diagonal elements sgn(A). The inverse matrix is clearly the same matrix,
thus we conclude that U is its own inverse and

@.1) Us, = sgn(N)s,.

The functions s, are then a complete set of eigenvectors for U. Since U ex-
changes two multiplicative bases, U is a homomorphism. It follows that in every
identity involving a, and h, we may exchange the two letters. In the terminol-
ogy of §3, a, and h, are each self-inverse with respect to the other.

An important property of the s, in this connection is their orthogonality
with respect to the inner product (6.8). This is established as follows.

5, sl = [Z q@, wh,, 2 @, x)kn] = 2 q@, wr@, N.
v n v

But q(v, p) is zero unless v >> u while r(», A) is zero unless v << A; there-
fore if u >> N\ orif p and X are incomparable, [s,, s,] = 0. Thus the EN
form an orthogonal basis with [s,, s,] = q@, Mr(A, X). Using (2.9) and the
combinatorial interpretation of r, we find that q(A, A) = 7(A), r(A, A) = AL
Thus [s,, s,] = m(A)A!. It follows that the inner product is positive definite,
and U is an isometry.

Consider now the images of k, under U. Setting f, = Uk, we obtain
a morph from N to (Pn, s, m). The connections between this new set of sym-
metric functions and the others are summarized by the relations F, = H1 n=
Zyai=n Ax» which follow immediately from (7.4) and (7.5). We also have f, =
uk,) = Uis,) = (- 1)”‘”k,,. The morphs f and k are each self-inverse with
respect to the other, and any identity involving them both remains an identity upon
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exchanging letters. Also since M(f,) = (- 1)"*'M(k,) = (- )"*'H, = 4,,
we must have M(f,) = A, and M(a)) = F,. The functions f, were first in-
vestigated by Doubilet [3].

Many of these connections among symmetric functions are summarized in
the properties of the symmetric functions d, , (i, X € Pn) defined by

d = K LI
“9* Z b [vl vz eo e vr] kvl kl"z kl’"

Vi,Vpeee EPII;"VH':/\l

where X = (A, A,***, \,). These were first discussed by MacMahon [9].
Among the functions d“’k appear all the other classes of symmetric functions,
thus dl",h = a;\, d“’n = k“, d}\,h = SA, E“ dﬂtk = hk' Note that dﬂ’x is
zero unless p >> A. Expanding with respect to k,we get d, , = Z, .0, k

172}
where
= I 14
na)\,v = Z sy, m .
iy, vy v, viceey,

The coefficient ,6, , counts the number of matrices with row sums » and
column sums A whose nonzero entries are the parts of u. These coefficients
have a symmetry property (,0,, = ,0,,) and a diagonal property (u0rp =0
unless u >> A, ).

From our point of view the most important property of d, , is given by
the following identity:

d = > d d
BN OA Hyshg MRyt
8.2) 1942 p=iiou, 11 H2N2

Thus d is a morphism of (Pn, s) <— (Pn, s) (with values in P rather than
real values). The proof of (2), as the reader will easily verify, depends only on
the property

s H = Z s s s # s Ha ]
ylooopr 7100073 “1’“2 #l #2 Vl“'”r 71...73

of the multinomial coefficients s, not on any property of the symmetric functions k.
The same identity (2) is satisfied by all connection constants between mul-
tiplicative bases (see (7.12)). The values of these connection constants, as we
have argued earlier, are determined by their values when A = n = ||ull. In the
case of d these are d, , = k,. If @ is a shift invariant operator on P, then
setting q(u, ) = (@, d,, ,) defines a real-valued morphism (Pn, s) < (Pn, s),
provided Q is a homomorphism of P. This follows by applying Q to (2) and
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taking inner products. If we wish to represent a specific q in this fashion; the
operator @, which we may term the umbral representation of ¢, is determined by
(0, k,> = q(u, n). The condition that Q be a homomorphism turns out to be
equivalent to q being a morphism from (Pn, m) to (Pn, m).

Consider, in particular, the shift invariant operator T defined in this way
by the connection constants t, T = E“ t(u, n)K“, n = Jjull. A closed form
for T may be found as follows,

MT) = Tt MK, = 2t b, = Za,
B B n

Hence T = M(Z, a,) = Z, F,. We now establish the important identity

®.3) K. —K_ F, ++++4 (—1)'F. = {1 if n=0,
moTe CUFa= i n>o

This follows from computing

Fikox=H( 2, H,
llull=n-k

- > m| ¥ |g,= X <|2|>H,,
Ivii=n;luli=n—-k 1* u Ivil=n
so that

n _ _ 2] _ I, n=0,
k§0 - l)kaKn—k - Z H, ;( 1)k<k) - {0, n <0,

vii=n

From (3) we obtain the familiar identity h, — h,_ja, +++++ (- 1)"a, = §, ,
by applying M. More important in the present context, we have from (3),

T=(+F +F, ) =1(I-K, +K, =+

=1+ (K, =Ky +o+2) +(K; =Ky +++)% +-+

= 2 sn(WbK,,.
I

Thus t(u, n) = sgn(u)b(u), n = lull.

9. Two problems. The Schur functions possess the most interesting connec-
tion constants, for s, = 2, x}(\“)e“, where x{#) is the character table of the
symmetric groups. It would, therefore, be very interesting to find a purely com-
binatorial proof of (6.16) and (6.17). Then the techniques of §§7 and 8 could
be used to derive theorems about the characters. For example, the Schur func-
tions also turn out to be an orthogonal basis for P, and this implies the usual
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orthogonality relations for x{“). The same ideas would almost certainly lead to a
parallel development of the Hall polynomials (see [6]) leading in turn to the
character theory of the finite general linear groups. The connection constants be-
tween the Hall polynomials and s, are essentially the polynomials Q,(}, p)
defined by Green and proven by him to satisfy an identity of binomial type [6,
p. 420].

We must mention also the work of Andrews [1], who has developed a theory
for the solutions of the identity

o1 Pate +3) = Z(3) ¥ 0P,

where p, is a polynomial of degree n in ¢* and (%), are the Gaussian coef-
ficients. Qur theory does not apply due to the appearance of x in the incidence
coefficient (%),q* (n=k) " The generalization of Andrews’ result in the direction
of this paper would have a flavor analogous to the theory of projective representa-
tions in the theory of group representations. Such a generalization would apply
not only to polynomial sequences satisfying (1), but also to Stanley’s generating
functions W(s, P) (s € Z, P € P) [15, p. 23 and following, especially p. 38],
and the Ore pblynomials [11] which we conjecture satisfy a similar identity.

Index of Principal Identities

Identity Page
(A)  associativity 2
(A') associativity for the second pair of incidence coefficients -
(B) binomial identity 4
(B')  double morph definition 19
(D)  definition of differential operators 8
(D') dual action of P on P* 19
Eg} connection between shifts and differential operators 8-9, 20-21
(F')  connection between the dual action and multiplication operators 21
(G)  connection of shifts and inner product 9, 20
(H)  Hopf identity 20
()] inverse identity 20
&,))} Leibnitz rules 20
(M)  multiplication rule for differential operators 8
(M')  multiplication rule for p 19
N) negative shift identity 21
®) product rule for shifts 8, 21

) definition of shifts 8
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